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A look at what’s inside this issue... 

The finally to a great build, the 
painting of Roto-Finish. 

 by George Miller. 
 
Building the Drag N Fly 

by Otis Bershers. 
 
The IMAA’s west Coast festival. 

By Kelly Collin 
 

Merwin Ranch 
By Kelly Collin 

And more……………. 

The above picture is of my 8’ OV-10 

Bronco done in CDF fire colors. My 

good friend Rich Jennings designed 

and built this plane…..and finally af-

ter several years of poking at him a 

HUGE version is in the works. He 

and I built the B-36 and F7F and will 

work on this together as well. The 

size has been decided 12’, or 144” 

wingspan…..nice. Weight will deter-

mine the powerplants I put in it. The 

plans are being cut to make formers... 

The build is on…... 

Last issue I got the name of the night flying author wrong in the description on this 

page. His name is Dan Stuart, and their group is from Natomas, CA   not Elk grove. 



 

             This publication: The Airborne Reader 
           is a FREE bimonthly electronic internet magazine made by, 

Michael Brown 

PO Box 69 

Bella Vista, CA 96008 

Email contact info: cabrowns@citlink.net     Phone: 530-549-3005. 

All material published in this publication is sent freely by the writers or by those 
who agree (by submitting) to have proper permission to submit said material. 

Modelers and clubs may submit anything aviation related as long as it is positive 
in message. Donations are welcome. 

If friends or family want the magazine it’s on my web site “theclearimage.com” 

How to submit an article: 
I prefer the written article to be sent in a Word doc format, and pictures sent as 
JPG files. I make all pictures 100DPI x about 4” x 6” so please try to send yours 
that size or larger.  

Submitting by email is most common although you are welcome to send a CD 
containing your articles and pictures. 

You can send Word articles with the pictures imbedded, but I use Publisher to 
make this publication and I have to take every letter and picture out of those 
file types and rebuild the entire article in Publisher so PLEASE try to not do that.  

PDF articles are fine if necessary but they have to be inserted after I finish the 
issue….so try not to, but it is a way to submit.  

CLUB Event flyers 

Flyers of all types are welcome. Its 
best, (easiest for me) if you make 
your flyer a JPG after its finished. A 
PDF flyer is very welcome as well, but 
has to be added after I convert my 
publication.. Remember this is a bi-
monthly publication so send far 
enough ahead of time for it to be 
published. 

Product reviews now accepted 

If you make a product or your compa-

ny does and you would like it re-

viewed in this publication, please con-

tact me by phone or email @ 

Phone: 530-549-3005 

Email: cabrowns@citlink.net 

Thanks Mike brown 
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Unless this is the first time you have 

read "Airborne Reader" you have 

seen the articles on my P-51 Mustang 

"Roto-Finish.  This final article will be 

about painting it. 

 We all know there are many different ways and products to use when painting a 

model aircraft.  I am not going to go into all of them here.  Yes, I have done a lot of dif-

ferent procedures.  Some I liked, some I did not.  And sometimes it was determined by 

the aircraft I was finishing.  But not anymore. 

 Anyone who knows me, knows I do not use these plastic coverings and call it a 

finish.  No matter what you do with them, they still look like a plastic covered toy air-

plane.  But that is just me. 

 So many times through the last 57 years of modeling I have seen modelers who 

finally got to the finishing stage and decided this would be the place they would cut 

corners and expense.  Gentlemen,  I don't care how rough or great your construction 

was, this is what everyone gets to see.  And this is where you put your pride in it even 

if for no one else but you.  Many, many years I was "Mr. Competition", been there - 

done that, doesn't interest me anymore.  But that doesn't mean I won't build a model 

to contest status for myself alone. 

 My choice of paint for any model I have any great effort and pride in is:  PPG 

Automotive paint.  I know this is not the cheapest paint you will run into,  but the first 

time you try it and see how well it covers with so few coats, how smooth it flows and 

with no overspray in the corners, never having to worry about pulling paint when 

masking, and how durable the finish is, you will be done with the others.   And no, it 

does not require a respirator.  Is it fuel proof?  Yes, unless you are not going to clean 

your aircraft after using it for the day and use high nitro fuels.  But I don't know of any 

paint that stands up to that.   

THE PAINTING 
OF ROTO-FINISH 

By George Miller 



 "LET'S GET STARTED" 

 I am not going to cover much about the prep for priming.  Surly everyone who builds 

models knows the better you have it prepped, the better the finish.  I wash it with a damp 

wash rag to raise any grain and bring out any dings, then sand it smooth.  I then use 1/2 oz 

cloth and 15 minute epoxy on all bare wood to eliminate wood grain.  I cover the area with 

the cloth and do a small area at a time spreading the epoxy through the cloth with a 2" 

square of 1/32" ply.  Block sanding the next morning with 80 grit and applying another coat 

of epoxy, and block sanding that with 150.  When I am finally happy, it is time for primer. 

 How in the world does one expect to get a nice paint job on some cheap primer they 

bought at Home Depot or your local drug store???  This is the foundation everything will 

count on.  And I don't care what paint you are using.  When you get into painting and mask-

ing, it may not be the paint that pulls with the tape, it may be the primer. 

 This first photo   shows the products I use prepping for paint.  The primer is "Transtar - 

2 in1".  Yeah, it comes in a spray can, but it is still superior quality primer for automotive 

work.  The real trick about it is that it is designed for use on flexible substrates like plastic, 

fiberglass, balsa sheeting, etc.  This stuff will not be cracking on you later in the finishing pro-

cess.  But there is one other trick to this primer that they don't mention.  That is let this pri-

mer cure overnight before sanding it.  And now it will not load up your sandpaper when sand-

ing. 



 The spackling is from Home Depot and it is not the light weight stuff (too soft)  

The tape is also from Home Depot and is their blue "Delicate" tape.  This is great stuff.  

Gives a very nice sharp line when masking, can be left on forever without drying out, 

and will pull from paint very easily without trying to pull paint; various grits of sandpa-

per including your 400 wet and dry along with your block sanding tools and their rolls 

of sandpaper;  wire brush for cleaning build-up out of sandpaper and "Transtar Glaz-

ing Putty" for minute scratches that just didn't go away. 

 The next photo shows the aircraft ready to be primered.   

 Notice all control surfaces are not attached at this time.  Using scale hinging, it is 

necessary to primer and even paint before that is done.  And yes, I can't build a model 

of this caliber without building a scale prop for display purpose and photo work.  It can 

either be hand carved out of balsa or using a larger Maple prop and carving to shape. 

 



                                                            "LET'S PRIMER" 

 Apply a even, covering coat of primer.  Not heavy, but covering.  This will show up 

every little defect in your finish.  Any rough spots, pinholes, etc.,  repair them now by using 

the spackle or any other means you need to use.  Next: sand all these repairs down to the 

primer and apply another covering coat of primer.  Now it is time to block sand this primer 

coat. 

 This next photo (insert photo BW here) shows what this aircraft looks like after it has 

been block sanded with 150 grit paper on the sanding block. Remember, I am not trying to 

get smooth here, I am shaping,  that is why the 150 grit paper.  Notice all the irregularities 

that have shown up in this sanding and notice how very little of the primer has not been 

sanded off. 

 I will now add another coat of primer and use 320 grit paper and also use the sanding 

blocks and sand almost all the primer off again.  Starting to get smooth now.  Next is the final 

light coat of primer and the sanding with 400 grit wet and dry paper.  I do use water, but I al-

so use paper towls a lot and try to not let any more water stay on the finish than absolutely 

necessary to sand with. 

                                                                 "LET'S PAINT" 

 OK, I am happy and ready to start the painting process.  Here is the first step:  Notice 

in this next  photo the automotive tack rag.  There is no way you can get a dust free paint job 

without a tack rag.  Always wipe down the surface to be painted with this before shooting.   



Roto-finish continued... 

 

 It is time to use an airbrush and shoot all the inner edges of this model.  All 

the edges.  See this next photo to see what it looks like after this is done and 

now these control surfaces are attached.   

 The idea is that when it is time to paint the aircraft, all you have to do is 

shoot it without having to get into any tight areas causing any overspray or runs.  

Works like a champ !!! 

                                                          



 The spraying is the easy part.  Don't know any modeler worth his salt that 

doesn't have a small air compressor with a regulator for shooting at 15 or so 

PSI, a detail gun, and a serious water trap.  And in this photo you see "old fatty" 

shooting his Roto-Finish.  

 Just remember to let dry for a couple days.  Paint surfaces dry pretty 

quickly, but take longer to actually cure. 

 

"DECALS AND PANEL LINES" 

"The next step is the decals.  I use water slide decals on scale aircraft.  I can't 

stand the raised thickness of vinyl stickers on a scale plane.  I draw these to 

scale and send the art work off to "Bedlam Creations" who make them for me.   



Roto-finish “decals” continued….      

 

 Notice in this photo the little bottle of "Microscale" Micro Sol.   

 This is a liquid that is applied to the decals that actually melts the decals 

into the surface.  Apply with a small brush, let dry some, and apply a second 

coat, let really dry, then wash with water.  A must.  The decal may wrinkle up 

some when applied, don't touch, it will dry flat. 

 

 After the decals are applied, I do the panel lines.  Nice thing about PPG 

paint is that pencil draws on it very nicely.  I just use various flexible rulers and a 

#2 pencil and draw them on.  If I make a mistake, I can erase it and do it over.  

Not a whole lot of panel lines on this aircraft anyway.  Most of them were filled in 

and done away with. 

 

  

 



 "CLEAR" 

 

 Here is the final stage.  Clear has to be applied to protect the decals and the 

panel lines.  I again use PPG Automotive clear that requires a hardener.  What you get 

here is an actual automotive finish that is sort of like a hard shell.  Little hanger rash 

sort of dings just don't happen.  It is just too hard for that.  Yes, it does require a respi-

rator when shooting.  Big deal - $25.00.  And what does this PPG clear do that I have 

never seen with any other clear (or any other paint as far as that goes)?  When I shoot 

this stuff, I don't ever get any of that dry overspray in various corners or edges of the 

finished aircraft.  This is a serious positive thing here. 

 So there you have it.  This is just my way, but I can tell you after years of doing 

this sort of thing, this really works for me like never before.  Am I adding a lot of weight 

when painting a scale aircraft?  Not really.  Again this paint covers so well with so little 

paint, I don't think I can get any lighter of a paint job. 

 On this page and the next are photos of the completed "ROTO - FINISH".  I 

hope you like the results and if nothing else, picked up a couple pointers that will help 

you on your next project. 



Roto-Finish, by George Miller 



Building the Drag-n-Fly 
Otis Bershers, builder 

 

I received the short- kit from Michael Brown in early March, 2014.  When we 

opened the box, I was amazed at the pieces I saw. The laser cut pieces were 

clean and ready to assemble. In fact, I had to tape them back into the sheets, so 

I would be able to tell which one was which when I was ready to start building ! 

Opening the box ~ checking out the pieces 

Having a limited building area, I 

cut the plans, so I have one part 

at a time on the bench, i.e. left 

wing, right wing, fuse, etc. The 

same with the balsa pieces, put-

ting the wing ribs with wing ribs, 

rudder parts with rudder parts, 

etc. Being careful to keep the 

right side pieces from the left 

side pieces ~ I use thin rubber 

bands for this, so the balsa isn’t 

bruised.  

Prior to starting the 

build, I went thru the 

plans and made a list 

of the sticks and 

sheeting needed to 

complete the Drag-n-

Fly.  (list of wood 

purchased bottom of 

article) 



I will be building the Drag–n-Fly to fly electric ~ some changes will be noted 

throughout the build with * 

With your choice of building surface in place (I purchase a 24”x48” sheet of ceil-

ing material from my local home improvement center), put the plans of the sec-

tion you are going to build down ~ if needed, run a warm iron over the back side, 

to make sure the folds lay flat. I use thumb tacks, on the outside corners, to 

hold the plans down ~ blue tape works good, too.  Next comes the wax paper ~ be 

sure the plans are covered completely ~ this protects the plans and makes it eas-

ier to take up when you have completed that section of your build.  After you 

complete each section, set aside, on a shelf or someplace where they will be flat 

~ this will prevent warping.  

Tools & Equipment used for Build; Exacto knife ~ razor saw ~ small chop saw ~ 

rulers (straight edge) ~ small square ~ levels ~ pencil ~ “T” pins & small pins with 

round head ~ bar sander with med. paper (med. to fine sand paper glued to a 

piece of wood works, too) ~ clamps of various sizes and types ~ small rotary tool 

& drills  

Glue; Med. CA & debonder (just in case you get stuck to your work) 

Wood glue, 30 minute epoxy & denatured alcohol for clean-up (use on dampened 

cloth as soon as you have the parts clamped together). 

 

 

Because it is a short kit 

to the left is the wood I 

needed to purchase to 

finish the Drag N Fly. 

A very small parts count. 



Laying out the plans 

Vertical Stab,  

Rudder Build 

Balsa Sticks needed: 

1  ¼ x ¼ 

2  ¼ x 1/8  

1   ¼ x 3/8  

Lay out the plans, put-

ting the wax paper 

over, and secure it to 

you surface. 

Assemble all of the 

sticks you need for 

your build.  Measure 

twice and mark, then cut to fit ~ making sure the stick is the correct length ~ 

you can sand off a little at a time to make it exact.  It works good for me to fit 

all of the outside pieces first, pin them down to the plans and then fit the smaller 

pieces inside ~ this keeps everything in place and square.  Check the placement 

again and make any ad-

justments you need.  

Using medium CA, I 

glue each joint, wiping 

off any excess as I go.  

After about 1 hour, 

remove the “T” pins 

and turn the piece 

over, check each joint 

and glue each joint on 

that side ~ wiping off 

excess. After the CA 

is dry to touch, run a 

flat bar sander over 

the surfaces.   



Using the razor saw, care-

fully cut the rudder from 

the vertical stabilizer.  

Sand the edges carefully, so 

not to distort the fit, these 

will be shaped and hinged 

together later.  Put aside 

and let the glue cure. 

Horizontal Stab 

Balsa Sticks needed: 

1-¼ x 1/8, 3-¼ x ¼ 

1-¼ x 3/8, 2-¼ x ½ 

As before, put plans & wax paper 

down ~ assemble the pieces and 

sticks you will use ~ checking the 

fit to the plans ~ measure, cut and 

pin each piece ~ recheck and apply 

CA ~ for the center section. 

 I use wood glue spread evenly on 

surfaces to be glued ~ push to-

gether tightly ~ wipe off excess 

with damp paper towel (saves a lot 

of sanding later) ~ let dry ~ remove 

and CA all joints on back side. 

 

Separate the elevators ~ set aside 

to allow glue to cure. After com-

pletely dry, separate the elevator 

from the horizontal stab. 



Left Wing.  

Balsa Sticks needed: 

2 ¼ x ¾ 

4  ¼ x ¼ 

1 1/8 x 1/4 

5 1/16 x ½ 

Balsa sheeting: 

1 1/16 x 3 

2 1/16 x 2 

Line the ribs on the bot-

tom spar ~ checking all 

pieces ~ making sure 

they are square ~ show-

ing the stabilization 

supports 

Plans & wax paper down 

~ assemble pieces & 

sticks ~ this will build 

different from the vert. 

& hor. Stab ~ put the ¼ 

x ¾ stick (wing spar) 

down on the plans ~ the 

slot on the wing ribs will 

fit over the wing spar ~ follow plans for placement ~ the stabilization support on 

the back of each wing rib will hold it at the right angle ~ carefully pin each rib in 

place, making sure they are square both vertically & horizontally ~ place the top 

wing spar in place, lining it up in the wing rib slots and making sure they extend to 

the center as directed on the plans (will join with right wing later) ~ next check  

each rib, making sure they are square ~ pin in place ~ next line the ¼ x ¼  stick in 

the slot on the wing ribs and pin in place ~ line the trailing edge (laser cut) piece 

in place & pin ~  check all ribs again ~ making sure all pieces are square ~ CA the 

2 (¼ x ¾) wing spars in place ~ let dry completely . 



Left wing continued…. 

Place the wing rib pieces forward of the spars and in between the full wing ribs  (a 

friend calls them “winglets”) and place the shear web pieces in back of the spars, 

center of the “winglets” ~ the ¼ x ¼ balsa spars line up on the notches in the wing 

ribs and winglets (just put the top one on now, bottom spar will be added later), 

this adds more strength to the wing ~ the 1/8 x ¼ balsa spar, leading edge, fits in 

the notch in the wing ribs ~  

The cap strip 

p l a c e m e n t , 

left, is cen-

tered in the 

wing, allowing 

for the one 

servo I will 

use ~ add the 

¼ x ¼ cross 

bracing  

Check all pieces, making sure they 

are square ~ apply CA to all joints 

and let dry completely. Since I’m not 

a 3D flyer, this build is modified for 

lighter weight ~ it’s better for elec-

tric, too ~ plans show 2 servos for 

each wing ~ I will be using one for 

each side 

 

The 1/16 x 2 sheeting is 

placed flat across the wing 

ribs and lining up with trail-

ing edge ~ pin and apply CA ~ 

clamp in place ~ put small 

weights to hold in place ~ let 

dry overnight 

 

Winglets Shear web 

Cap strip 



After removing from the table, I check all the joints, making sure they are strong 

and properly aligned.  Turn the wing over and the lay flat on building surface.  Re-

move the stabilization supports on each wing rib, following the contour of the rib.  

Using the bar sander, lightly sand all surfaces.  Next line the ¼ x ¼ spars up in the 

wing rib notches ~ pin in place and glue (CA).   Pin the 1/16 x 2 sheeting across the 

wing ribs ~ line up with the trailing edge ~ glue and clamp ~ adding the weights to 

hold in place ~ let dry.   

Trim the wing spars and ¼ x ¼ spars (center end of wing), following the plans meas-

urements, trim outside tip of the wing and sand flush ~ fit the wing tip cap in place  

Fit the 1/16 x 3 sheeting in place on the top 

side of the wings leading edge ~ pin in place, 

carefully centering along the ¼ x ¼ spar ~ I 

use window spray with ammonia to soften the 

sheeting before I start forming it to the un-

derside of the wing ~ remember to clamp and 

fit before starting to glue ~ once you can 

form the sheeting and have it clamped 

around the leading edge, go ahead and glue.  

The 1/16 x ½ wing rib cap strips (and wing-

lets, too) go on next ~ I spray each piece 

with window cleaner 

to help it bend over 

the contour of the 

rib.  Center over 

each rib ~ (except 

the two inside ribs 

~ these will be cov-

er with sheeting 

when the two halves 

are joined) ~ pin 

and CA in place.  

After dry, lightly 

sand.  



Left Aileron Balsa sticks needed: 3 ¼ x ¼,  2 ¼ x 3/8 

Just follow plans and cut to fit. Pin and check for placement ~ CA and set aside 

to dry. The right 

wing and aileron 

build the same as 

the left. 

 

Right side of Fuse Balsa sticks needed: 1-1/8 x 1/8 3-1/8 x 3/8 

The Fuse build will be 

different than the wing~ 

the right fuse builds 

first and then the left 

fuse builds on top of it ~ 

make sure you do this 
step correctly so the 
right thrust will be built 
in properly.  

Align the laser cut pieces on 

plans ~ check for alignment. 

If adjustments are needed ~ 

make sure the laser cuts pieces 

line up with the wing saddle ar-

ea .  It’s easier to make adjust-

ments to the front of the built 

when you are ready to put the 

fuse together.   

Slide the pieces up and lay the 

wax paper over the plans ~ re-

assemble the laser cut pieces 

with the balsa framing (I use larger “T” pins for the laser cut pieces) ~ pin & 

check again for good alignment ~ CA and let dry as you will be building the left 

fuse over this. 



Left side of Fuse Balsa sticks needed: same 1 1/8 x 1/8, 3 1/8 x 3/8 

Remember to put wax paper over the right fuse before you build the left fuse 

over it ~ note the “right” & “left” laser cut pieces ~ align the pieces and pin in 

place ~ check again making sure all of the left fuse pieces are “directly” over the 

right fuse ~ CA and let completely dry.   

After the two fuse sides have dried ~ lay flat on table ~ sand with bar sander ~ 

use clamps to hold in place while checking for alignment ~ unclamp and set aside. 

Two Fuse Sides ~ checking for alignment 

Top of Fuse Balsa sticks needed: 

3 1/8 x 3/8. ½ pc 1/8 x ½ (remaining half used for bottom of fuse) 

Check the plans and make sure you understand which is the top and bottom of 

the fuse build.  I’m building the top first ~ it builds from the wing cradle back to 

the tail ~ fit the pieces ~ solid lines for 

top fuse and dash lines for bottom ~ 

check for alignment and pin ~ CA and let 

dry. Remove from plans ~ ready to build 

bottom. 



Bottom of Fuse  

Balsa sticks needed: 

3 1/8 x 3/8. Other ½ of 1/8 x ½,  3” piece of 1/8 x 1 

The bottom builds on the plans the same as top fuse except build extends to the 

tail of the airplane. 

Remembering to use the dash lines are for the bottom of fuse ~ careful when ta-

pering the 1/8 x 3/8 where they will join ~ this is very important ~ you don’t want 

to have a curve built in !!  ~ pin in place ~ checking for alignment ~ CA and let dry. 

Kittys can be counted on to hold down plans !! 

 

Checking the fit 

After the fuse pieces have dried completely, 

check the fit ~ I lay one side of the fuse on my 

work surface and fit the formers in the notch-

es ~ place the other side of the fuse over this 

and using small clamps with a little pressure to 

hold the pieces in place ~ you can put the top/bottom fuse on . 

 

Checking for fit 

~ making sure 

they are square. 

 

Remember, this 

is just to see if 

you have any 

alignment is-

sues. 



Building the Fuse 

This is the part of the build where I add triangle pieces for more strength, 

knowing from past building and crashing, that you need a little more to keep 

things together. The bass wood wing mounting blocks are epoxied in ~ also I 

epoxy the F1 former (the motor will mount here) backing it with a couple of trian-

gle pieces, adding more strength.  The tail section gets a few more pieces for 

support and for the horizontal stab to mount to later. 

The formers are not marked but for 

this building purpose, we will call them 

F1, F2, etc. (numbering from front to 

back).  So the first three formers will 

be epoxied together to form the fire-

wall (F1) ~ set these aside until the 

epoxy is cured (I like to use 30 minute) 

~ *your electric motor will be attached 

to the front of these pieces.  

  

When you feel the alignment is good, unclamp the pieces and with one side of the 

fuse down, set F2 and F3 in the notches on the fuse ~ again checking each piece 

as you go ~ CA in place ~ I wait until the CA has set before going on to the next 

piece, squaring them as I go ~  

Place the other half of the 

fuse over the formers, fitting 

them in the notches, square it 

up and CA ~ when the CA is 

completely dry, pull the tail of 

the fuse sides together, 

clamp  and check for align-

ment ~ I place it over the 

plans and make sure every-

thing is as square as possible 

~ CA and let dry completely 

before going on. 



Fuse continued... 

Left picture, This is the part of the build where I add triangle pieces for more 

strength, knowing from past building and crashing, that you need a little more to 

keep things together. The bass wood wing mounting blocks are epoxied in ~ also I 

epoxy the F1 former (the motor will mount here) backing it with a couple of tri-

angle pieces, adding more strength.  Top right picture, The tail section gets a few 

more pieces for support and for the horizontal stab to mount to later. 

 

 

Bottom right, The bottom laser cut piec-

es will CA and a piece of Balsa sheeting 

are added next ~ I add some weight to 

hold it in place ~ let dry completely be-

fore continuing.   

Getting close now….. 

Triangle pieces added here... 



Building the battery box lid 

Using the plywood piece that was to 

cover the top, front section of the 

fuse, I make my battery box lid ~ 

first I cut 2” off and Ca in place to 

the front part of the wing cradle. 

Using a small piece of scrape ply, I glue 

the small piece (leaving a part extended 

past the edge) to the remaining section of 

the lid cover.  Later magnets or a latch will 

be used to keep it in position. 

At our flying field, someone crashed and some of the “parts” were still lying 

around. My wife being the saver person she is, couldn’t see throwing away some-

thing that could be used. Not realizing what she picked up, she put a small piece 

of crunched balsa on my flying table and said that could be used for 

“something??”  Well, it turns out to be a latch !! Just what I was trying to figure 

out how to make !!!  The pics show how I mounted it ~ works great ~ one more 

piece rescued from the trash !! The inside of the latch ~ attached to the lid, cen-

tered with the fuse. 

A nice clean looking 

latch. 



Mounting the servos in the fuse tail  

The openings for the servos that control the vertical  & horizontal stab are cut 

out next (one on each side of the back of the fuse ~ check the placement before 

removing any wood ~ also, now is a good time to check the length of the wires ~ 

you might need to add an extension ~ remember, once the covering goes on, it’s 

difficult to check  those things ~ I use a small rotary tool for some of this kind 

of work ~ they will be mounted with screws later. 

Landing Gear (wheels & floats) 

Note the Bass wood piece epoxied to the 

inside of the fuse ~ blind nuts in place to 

attach the landing gear. 

 Bass wood for floats are also epoxied in 

with blind nuts in  place. 

Triangle stock added for support to the 

inside of fuse 

Both land gears in place 

~ ready to attach floats. 

I like to use aircraft 

(self-locking) nuts ~ 

shown ready to add the 

wheels/floats  



Reinforcing the motor mount former 

 

As shown in the plans ~ drill small holes in 

the side of the fuse, going into the F1 for-

mer ~ glue small round toothpicks in ~ cut 

off and sand flush. 

Cutting out for and installing 

the hinges 

 

A “slot machine” (not like the ones in Reno) bor-

rowed from a friend ~ works great after you 

figure it out. Note the blades “arrow”. 

Machine comes with scribing 

tool and cutting guide, This is 

the scribing tool ~ note how it 

fits on each side of the stick ~ 

you just pull in thru and it 

makes a groove on the back side 

~ no guess work involved. 

Note the scribing point in the 

center ~ it marks the center of your stick. Scribe point is adjustable for differ-

ent depths (of groove). The guide used for the “slot machine” centers over the 

scribed mark  ~  

also adjustable 

for different 

widths of wood 



Total materials needed for build: Note on some pieces I bought more than necessary, 
that is why the purchased and used list. Otherwise the piece count is what was used. 
 
Balsa Sticks 36” long 
Purchased.     Used  
7 1/16x1/2   10 
5 1/4x1/2   2 
24 1/4x1/4   18 
6 1/4x3/4   4 
12 1/4x3/8   6 
5 1/8x1/8   2 
8 1/8x1/4   5 
4 1/8x1/2   1 
1 1/8x1   1 (3”piece) 
23 1/8x3/8   12 
   
Triangle Sticks 36” long 
1 ¼ 
1 3/8 
1 ½ 
Balsa Wood Sheets 36” long 
5 1/16x2   4 
3 1/16x3   2 
4 1/16x4 
1 1/8x3 
Bass Wood Sticks 36” long 
1 1/4x1/2 
1 1/2x3/4 
Birch Plywood Sheets 
1 1/64x12x12 
 
I called Otis and asked the cost for the wood. I remembered he said he tried to buy lo-
cal but found it quite high, he then found a new Balsa supplier online, (new to him any-
way) called Balsa Wood Inc. The price for everything you see below, even the pieces 
not used for this build was $ 48.44. He made it in 2 orders so each was about $20 
for shipping, so likely only $25 for shipping if you order everything once. Not bad con-
sidering the price of a kit is only $80 shipped anywhere in the good old USA. $150 for 
a plane this size, well $200 with covering, and you get the pleasure of building it. 
Otis will be finishing the joining of the wing, the covering and installing the electric mo-
tor, servos etc… soon and we will get that and a good flight report in the next issue!. 
If you are interested in a kit I sell the short kits for  $80 shipped. Just look at the inside 
cover page for my contact info. 

Your editor, Mike 



Model Aviation Mentors; Modelers Helping Modelers 

 

We all love model aviation no matter what the form. Some like airplanes, some helicopters, some 

sailplanes, others like multicopters, cars and/or boats. No matter what form of model aviation you 

participate in or like to do, at one point in time there was someone to teach you the ropes and show 

you how to build, fly, or how to know what power system to use on your new model.  We were not 

born with knowing how to fly model aircraft or knowing how to build a foam or balsa plane.  That skill 

or talent was most likely taught to you by someone close to you, or someone you met at your local 

club.  But for some, finding that person to teach them the necessary skills is not always easy to do. 

 

I have found a solution which will make it easier for modelers to get help in their local area, and an 

easy method that allows providing and offering help to others in this hobby. I have coined the term 

for those willing to help others “Model Aviation (MA) Mentors.”  The idea is quite simple and it uses 

an online map program that is available to everyone.  

MA Mentors can volunteer to do many things. They can teach others how to fly, build airplanes, or 

helicopters, or multicopters or whatever you choose. Forums are great, but they lack the personal 

one on one ability and real time interaction that we get working with people face to face. And as you 

know, looking at a PC screen is no substitute for a real person.   

 

This idea is great for AMA members because as a newcomer to this hobby some may be intimidated 

by showing up at a local club field unannounced and they may feel uncomfortable by all the mem-

bers there with expensive models. This idea offers the AMA member a way to meet newcomers to 

the hobby and also introduce them to our sport in a "non-threatening" atmosphere. 

 

The online Google Maps titled “Model Aviation Mentors; Model Airplane Builder Volunteers & Flight 

Instructors” allows  MA Mentors to identify themselves with a location and contact information such 

as an email address, phone number, or RC forum link so modelers or newcomers in their local area 

can contact them if they are looking for help.  Anyone looking at the map will not know your exact lo-

cation or address; but they will know your general location to see if you are near enough to provide 

assistance.  This is also a great way to get to know other modelers in your area that you have not 

met yet.  The map is open to all forms of model aviators, model car and boat enthusiasts, as well as 

those into control line and free flight.   

If you would like to volunteer to be a Model Aviation Mentor, or to find out more information about 

this program contact Frank Geisler at murocflyer5@gmail.com  

Map Link: https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?

ie=UTF&msa=0&msid=217789731333754300750.0004d59fa6f42a3de34bc 

 

mailto:murocflyer5@gmail.com
https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF&msa=0&msid=217789731333754300750.0004d59fa6f42a3de34bc
https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF&msa=0&msid=217789731333754300750.0004d59fa6f42a3de34bc


CASTLE AIR SHOW 2014 

MAY 22-25, 2014 

Hot and windy!  Just like we’re used to at Castle!   

This year Scotty Malta, the event director, had a few 

surprises up his sleeve.  A DC-4 did a flyby on Friday 

and on Saturday the DC-4 and a B-25 did a low, fast fly-

by and it was just as expected… AWESOME!  I arrived 

on Thursday afternoon in my new RV.  This is the first 

year of all of the years I have attended where I stayed 

in my RV on the premises for the whole event.  I now 

know what I missed all these years.  Castle isn’t Vegas, 

but what happens at Castle, stays at Castle.  HAHA 

As expected I took many photos, static as well as in 

flight, over 1600 in just two days! I just finished going through them all and I deleted 

all but about 560.  With that said, I still have a lot of work on my plate.  I work during 

the event, but my work continues long after the event is over.   

I had a great time sitting and talking with people I have known for years, people I just 

met, and people I have seen at the event many times, but never officially met.  Castle 

isn’t just about the flying; it’s also about the socializing.    

There was a great diversity of planes this year, as well as some oldies, but goodies. I 
will admit that the WWII planes have my heart, like the beautiful scale Boeing B-29 
Bomber. However, there were some incredible 3D flyers this year and the turbine en-
gine jets….WOW!!!   
 
 
The jet guys re-
ally put on an in-
credible show of 
formation flying.  
They have been 
flying together 
for many years, 
and working on 
that routine 
since January. 
For me, they 
stole the show 
this year.   
 



Castle continued….. 

 After the days flying was over, the smell of BBQ’s filled the air, as well as R/C 

UFO’s that lit up the sky with colorful LED lights when they flew.  I was fortunate 

enough to be trusted to fly one and had a great time flying it (Thanks Keith, now I want 

one!) 

 

 Saturday I got the honor of taking the aerial photos of the event for Scotty Malta.  

I went up in a 1953 Cessna with a gentleman name Mike.  Of course as soon as I got 

over to the hangar the wind picked up even more, which made for an interesting take 

off and landing. The RC flyers were grounded while we took to the sky- AMA regula-

tions. Mike and I circled above the event a few times, and I got the photos Scotty 

wanted and we landed in that wind, whew.  The RC guys could now resume their fly-

ing. I also met Sam, the pilot of the DC4, and was even offered a flight later on that 

weekend if I was going to be around.  I had to regretfully decline the offer, as I was 

headed out Saturday evening.   

 

Troy Brown, Downey, CA. IMAA# 49530 
LTR-14(Silver #29) Racer.ARF (ECOM RC) 
Wingspan 96, Weight 27#, Engine SE-112 
Special feature - TME Smoke System 



As Saturday’s flying came to a close, I was hot and parched, definitely ready for a 

break.  I headed over to the ice cream vendor, got some ice cream with fresh straw-

berries and sat down to cool off.  Later, I packed up my things, rolled up the awning 

and rolled out to my next destination.   

Everyone enjoy the rest of the R/C air shows this year as well as any full scale shows 

you attend.  I will be covering most of the Northern California air shows for Flight Line 

Media.  We are newbie’s in the field, but we are a strong group of people with lots of 

motivation and energy to cover these events, and keep these beautiful birds in the 

skies as well as the memories of the airmen and airwomen alive.   

If you attend the Reno Air Races this year, look atop Home Pylon, as I’m hoping to 

again have the best seat in the house for 2014.  Fly Low – Go Fast – Turn Left. 

If I took some photos of you and your plane(s) and I didn’t get around to getting you a 

business card or getting your information, please feel free to write me an e-mail and I 

will send whatever photos I have.  My e-mail is: p51girl@yahoo.com   

Thank you to everyone for the laughs, and the opportunity to take your photos. I can’t 
wait until next year.   

Kelly A. Collin 

Flight Line Media Reported/ Photographer. 

mailto:p51girl@yahoo.com


More pictures from the IMAA’s west Coast festival, affectionately called 

“Castle. The event, held each year at the old Castle Air base in Atwater, CA 

Russ Donnelly, Fontana, CA 

IMAA# 55194 

P47 - Blue 

Scratch built 

Wingspan 85, Weight 25 

Engine DLE 

Sean Canavan 

Buena Park, CA 

Howard Ike Racer 

ARF 

Wingspan 95 

Engine DA 85 



Castle continued….. 

Ken Safer, San Jose, CA 

A6M5 Zero, Meister Kit 

Wingspan 108, Weight 52#, DLE111 Engine 

Incredible detail. 



Keith Fick 

Sacramento, CA 

Sig Spacewalker Kit 

Wingspan 102 

Weight 25 # 

Engine - Evolution 356T 

Built and modified into 2 piece 
wing by George Faulkner 

Castle continued….. 

IMAA# 18115 - AMA# 9291, Tom Minger, Pine Grove, CA 

Plane: Bucker Jungmann, Bashed Kit 

Wingspan 80", Weight 20 #, Engine Sachs 3.2 



Castle continued….. 

Hi Kelly, Thank you for the great shots of my plane!  I really appreciate them. 
Here are the specs:, Glendale, CA 
12" wingspan, 100" length, exact 1/4 scale from a 3W Kit, 52 lbs. Futaba radio, a 
mix of Futaba and JR servos, through a Powerbox 40/24 and 3 SR 2200mh NiCad 
packs. 3W TwinSpark 150cc Inline Twin Engine, with a Canister Muffler and flow 
through cooling. 
Century Jet retracts with sequencing doors. Exhaust exit through scale location  
Let me know if you need anything else. Best regards, Jamie Fiffles 

Stuka is a Ziroli JU-87B with a 
Wingspan of 100” on a Zeno-
ah G-62 with CH electronic ig-
nition and she weighs 32 Lbs. 
Airplane was built and is 
owned by Don Gulihur of San-
tee, Ca and since Don was 
unable to attend the West 
Coast festival is being expert-
ly flown by Frank Gagliardi 

and Jerry Neuberger for Don. 



Castle continued….. 

All of these war bird guys all flew together.  2 of them are the jet guys.  

Hi Kelly, "Miss Behave" is a Top Flight Giant Scale "ARC" (Almost Ready to 
Cover) P47 kit. It has been modified into the razorback version using a fiber-

glass razorback from Wiley Warbirds. *Cockpit kit from Chad Veich.  

Engine is a Zenoah G62 w/Bisson muffler and RCExcel Ignition, swinging a 

22x10 Xoar WWII prop.  Retracts are from Robart pneumatic.  

Radio is a Jeti DC16 tray radio. *All paint is KlassKote 

All graphics are paint except for the nose art which is vinyl. 

All graphics and vinyl were custom produced by GetStencils.     Don Rice 



Lenny Jantz, Atwater, CA. Edge 540 , Wingspan 122 

Weight 39#, Engine DA 150, Special feature - SMOKE - Planebender built 

John Gaines 

IMAA# 31058 

Gold Hill, OR 

Grumman Lynx 

Scratch built 

Wingspan 100 

Weight 35# 

Engine GT-80 

Dave Anderson design 

Castle continued….. 



Here are the specs' & info' on the B-29. 
Wing span 169"...14' 1". Length 12'. Weight ......62 lbs dry..... 
Engines Zenoah G-23 cc Ignition . Radio Spektrum DX 18 w/ JR 1222 receiver. 
Batteries.....LiFe 2s 3600 mah x 2.   Servos....Hitec and JR 
This aircraft was constructed over a period of 4 years by members of WarBirds West, 
a San Diego based IMAA Charter Club # 802.  
The members include Frank Gagliardi, Don Madison who flew the full size version out 
of March AFB during Korea as a Navigator, Don Gulihur, Jerry Neuberger, Mike 
O'Donnell, Ed Gurule, Ron Perterka, Dave Katagiri and Don Rice.  
The entire aircraft including the retractable landing gear was built from plans provided 
by Don Smith. It is basically all wood covered in glass cloth. The finish which receives 
so much attention is Home Depot 3" & 2" wide aluminum ducting tape applied one 
strip at a time then burnished, riveted and paneled lined!...... 
It just completed it's 20th flight and third year at the West Coast IMAA Mini-Fest at 
Castle Airport.  It is currently for sale...................To make room for other projects! 

Written by Kelly Collin 



Joe Nall 2014 Wrap Up 
It’s hard to believe but Joe Nall 2014 is behind us. This year’s even was 
bigger and better than ever. Triple Tree saw a record crowd and the weath-
er was just about perfect with the exception of rain on Thursday. Even then, 
there was flying going on in between showers! 
Here’s the breakdown of pilot attendance: 
Total of 1484 registered pilots 
Breakdown of where they indicated they intended to base: 
578 pilots on the Main line (classic) 
314 pilots at 3D 
355 pilots on the Electric line (huge increase) 
81 pilots in the Float area 
63 pilots in the Heli area 
21 pilots in the Control Line area 
72 pilots did not designate base 
There were 45 states and 10 countries (other than the U.S.) represent-
ed by registered pilots. Additionally, there were non-flying visitors 
from many other countries present. 
94 Vendors were represented. 
In addition to well over 10,000 guests, Joe Nall 2014 was visited by a 
well known Winston Cup driver and a movie star! 
The models were more spectacular than ever and the BIG Fokker triplanes 
brought by Bill Hempel’s team were a hit! 



 The noon shows offered the very best of RC formation flying by both the Horizon 
Hobbies and Red Bull jet teams. It was amazing to witness such incredible flying but 
even more so when there are two airplanes doing the same routine just feet apart!  

Sebastiano Silvestri’s flying was just flawless and a thing of beauty to watch. 
The 3D line saw a lot of exciting, high horsepower flying. To see youngsters under 12 
years old demonstrate such mastery of these powerful machines is incredible. As al-
ways, there were many, many tail dunks performed successfully. 
The evening dinners were all sold out and everyone enjoyed the great food and so-
cialization. 
The staff and volunteers of Triple Tree want to thank all of the participants and specta-
tors for your attendance. Triple Tree depends on the income from these events and 
your generous donations to operate. We truly love having our friends over for the BIG 
party (Joe Nall) every year. We thank you for your support, respect of the property and 
attendance. We are already beginning work to make next year’s Joe Nall even better! 

This was sent to my by a friend (I was not able to attend this year), but I couldn’t help 
show the event stats and Bill Hemple with one of his HUGE Tri-Planes. Come on 
Bill….just get in!                Till next years event.    Mike 



Heat Related Emergencies 
By Craig Roberts 

 

We must be careful not to get dehydrated and overexposed to the heat.  
 First off, stay ahead of the hydration curve and pack plenty of WATER for the 
day’s activities. Limit Coffee, Tea, Sodas and Alcohol, or anything with caffeine these 
have a diuretic effect, and make you expel vital fluids.  If you are going to be in the 
heat PACK WATER, lots of water.  Drink it all day.  Cold water is assimilated in to the 
body much faster than warm water.  Most Sports Drinks do little to help with dehy-
dration.  Some have electrolytes but most contain mostly carbohydrates and sugar.  
Sports drinks should be consumed at a rate no higher than 1 Sports Drink to 4 similar 
portions of WATER.   
 

Signs of Dehydration; Thirst, Decrease in urination, Darkening of the urine color to 
dark yellow or orange.   Dizziness/Light head, Fatigue, and as it progresses; Dry 
Mouth, Dry Skin, Increased Heart Rate and Breathing. 
In Children & Older Adults; Dry Mouth/Tongue, No Wet Diapers for 3 hours, Sunken 
Eyes or Cheeks, Irritability, Listlessness, Skin Stays up when pinched (poor turger). 
 
DEHYDRATION can lead to HEAT STROKE. 
HEAT STROKE can develop rapidly and must be treated quickly.  Heatstroke 
comes from long exposure to the sun and heat.  We produce a tremendous amount of 
heat in our bodies through normal activities, this heat is normally dissipated by our 
sweat and the cooling effect it has on our bodies.  When we quit sweating we build up 
internal heat at a rapid rate.  This heat can quickly build to an unhealthful degree 
causing damage to our brain. 
 
Older Persons, Infants and those on certain medications are at a higher risk. 
 
Some Signs of Heat Stroke;  Hot Dry flushed skin that is not sweaty, Headache, Diz-
ziness, Disorientation/Confusion, Agitation, Sluggishness, Fatigue, and Rapid heart 
rate, can progress to; Seizure, Hallucination, Loss of consciousness, Dangerously 
High internal body temperature.   
 
WHAT TO DO FOR HEAT STROKE; Heat Stroke can be life threatening 
 
Call an ambulance,    9-1-1 for local emergencies 
Remove the person from the sun. 
Keep the person calm. 
Slightly elevate feet to minimize shock.. 
Remove clothing apply cool water to the skin (artificial sweat) and fan to cool. 
Apply ice pack to armpits and groin if needed. 
In extreme cases place person in makeshift tub and fill with water and ice. 
Maintain airway and monitor vital signs.  
Keep record with times of symptoms and treatment for ambulance if possible. 



Merwin Ranch 
 

I received an e-mail from a familiar name, Norman 

Poynter, whom I had met at the Castle Air Show a few 

years back.  He invited me to the Mather's Aerospace 

Modeler's Fun Fly in April.  I thought it would be fun.  Nor-

man and Keith Fick were to be the CD's of the event.  

 I knew a few of their pilots from Castle, so I added it to 

my calendar and off I went with my dog, Belle in my new 

RV. 

 The Club is located in Sacramento, Ca at the formerly 

know Mather AFB.  They have over 100 members.   

For the last thirteen years they have achieved the distinction of a Gold Leader club 

due to their extensive commu-

nity involvement, such as mall 

shows that display the mod-

els, open field days, adopt a 

school program and adopt a 

road program. 



 I got a "little" lost getting to the field, but as soon as I arrived I was greeted 

with familiar faces.  I arrived late, so I tucked in for the night.  I awoke to 

the sound of R/C engines zooming across the morning sky.  I was excited 

to start the day, but Belle wasn't so sure about it.  She eventually calmed 

down...a little, and really is adjusting to RV life. 

  

I was greeted with a "pit pass" wrist band for the event, which included din-

ner on Saturday night, and even better, a cup of HOT coffee!  Thank you 

guys!!!  After just a few sips, I got out my camera and started doing my 

thing; Taking photographs!   

 

There were helicopters, incredible 3D flying machines, a WWI Sopwith Pup 

bi-plane, a 1930's Gilmore, Cub, and a 1/3 scale Grasshopper Cub in mili-

tary green.  All  great looking RC aircraft, and fun to watch.   

 



 The weather was beautiful, with a little 

bit of a cross wind on take off and land-

ing, but the guys did great.  It was a 

great day of flying, along with a great 

day of socializing.  It's not just about 

the planes and the flying.  Socializing is 

"almost" just as important.   

I met some great new people and I 

hope to see them at Castle this year, 

along with everyone I already know. 

 I do have to admit, it was great having 

an RV to grab a "quick" nap in.  I'm not 

used to having the chance to 'pause' 

while covering events.  It was a a nice 

change.   

 



 Towards day's end, flying 

slowed down and dinner 

was served.  The club had 

it catered and we all sat 

down to eat.  I sat with 

some people I did not 

know, but I know them 

now.  Love meeting new 

people.   

 Hopefully I'll see most of 

you again at Castle this 

year, if not before then.  

If you see me at an event and 

you want a photo, just ask.  A 

philosophy I live by...Never 

hurts to ask.  That philosophy 

has gotten me flights in a P51

(some of you may remember 

Castle 2004.  If not, I have vid-

eo), media credentials to the 

Reno Air Races, and the best 

seat in the house at the rac-

es...the top of Home Pylon!  If 

you go to the National 

Championship Air Races in 

Reno this year I'll be there 

Saturday and Sunday, hope-

fully atop Home Pylon again.  

Look up, zoom in with your 

camera or binoculars and 

wave!!   

 See you there!!!  

Kelly Collin. 



We have been reading George Millers work in this publication for many issues. As you 

can see, from his article inside this issue on painting Roto-Finish, he is a master build-

er. Many have wondered how he got that way. Well another modeling friend is putting 

Georges previous articles on his personal web site, and asked that question…..lets let 

George tell you….     The following is exactly what he sent me….  

 Hi Mike,   In response to e-mail from Paul about all my old articles he is putting on his 

site, I wrote this little story for him.   And I sent a copy to my son. 

Well both of them really liked the story a lot. 

So I thought I would send it along to you.  



George Miller continued…. 

 

The real interesting part to me about this RC career of mine is that I never planned or actually 

started any of it. 

I was going along making a normal living and doing my RC hobby like all others.  I was in se-

rious competition back in the control line days and continued entering competition with RC. 

When the NATS came to Reno, I needed a aircraft that would fly well at that alti-

tude.  Although it was very early in the development of duct fans and jet aircraft, I decided to 

build a A-10.  Well it was the serious big hit at the NATS and had the highest score.  And it re-

ally caught the eye of Col Bob Thacker and also the magazine editors.  Norm Goyer of "Scale 

RC Modeler" did a big shoot of it there, I wrote a article, and was put in touch with Mike to 

make my plans publishable.  From that time on, the model magazines were always after me to 

do articles for them. 

The next thing that happens is that Buzz Evans who is trying to become a model manufacturer 

contacts me and wants to know if it would be alright if he made a kit of it.  I informed him that 

if he made a kit of my A-10 and put it on the market, that I would sue the shit out of 

him.  When we got done talking, he contacted a lawyer and the lawyer told him that would 

probably happen.  The next phone call was a little different and now he wants me to go into 

business with him and produce this kit.  I inform him that I also have a none scale F-15, work-

ing on a scale F-4, and a F-8. 
 

So he drives over from SAC we have a conversation and agree to go into partnership and give 

this a try.  I will do the designing and he will do the manufacturing. 
 

This does not work out very well at all.  He is no business man, he is not a good modeler or kit 

builder.  It don't take but a few visits to his home to realize this and to realize that I do not 

want my name associated with his work or doings. 
 

I realize that this partnership thing may not be working out, but there is a market for my air-

craft out there.  So through a lawyer I separate from him, having to leave the none scale f-15 

for him to build and putting a stop to him trying to kit anything else and not allowing him to 

use my name at all. (this he never followed as he should have, but he never came to anything 

so I didn't really pay much attention to him except when he would use pictures of me and my 

aircraft in his adds.) 

And that is how I wound up with the business of "Custom RC Aircraft". 
 

I didn't have a bunch of employees.  I only had three kits on the market:  The A-10, F-4, and F-

8  These kept me totally busy but I was able to keep up with the orders by myself. 
 

Now I am going along just fine. Attending a lot of Fan Flies, entering competition, and build-

ing my kits.  And I am adding a T-38 to my list and working on a Skyraider. 

 



I return from a Fan Fly in Texas one year and I am home a day earlier than planned.  I am just 

going to take this day off and not answer the phone or anything.  But the phone keeps on ring-

ing and I get tired of listening to it.  So I answer it.  A lady is on the phone, ask if this is 

George Miller, I say yes, and she ask if I will hold,  I begrudgingly say yes and I am sitting 

there with this phone in my ear. 
 

The next thing I know this man comes on the phone, introduces himself as "George Lucas" and 

wants to know if I know who he is?  I tell him, if he is the George Lucas that I should know, 

yes I knew who he is.  He tells me that I.L.M. is having to get into RC aircraft for making a 

movie and wants to know if he can send a team of producers and model supervisors over to me 

shop to talk with me.  Well with all the confidence I can fake, I say that will be OK. 
 

How does he know who I am?  Why has he called me?  Boy, are they going to be impressed 

when they realize that I am just working out of my 3 car garage LOL. 
 

They show up, they look around, they talk with me, they leave.  I have now realized that they 

are scalphunters.  ILM attends many competitions and Fan flies, Giant Scale Flies, etc and they 

know who is out there and also what they can do.  I also realize that I am not the only one they 

are talking with.  A couple giant scale modelers I have met but forgot their names, Larry Wolf 

of Jet Hanger Hobbies, Bob Violet of BVM, and probably some other I do not know.(Larry 

Wolf never got over them picking me instead of him and I don't think it made Bob Violet very 

happy either.)  
 

The next thing I know, I get another call and am asked to come to I.L.M. for a meeting. 
 

They have picked me. Go figure.  
 

 I finally realize what they are looking for and what they need in a RC modeler.  It's isn't the 

greatest flier, it isn't the greatest kit builder, it is someone who is capable of designing his own 

aircraft from scratch and having the knowledge to design, engineer, and construct it and make 

it fly. (I think I saw this once in a movie called "Phoenix") 
 

So here comes the change to my life.  They are not looking for a employee, they need a con-

tractor.  They need someone who can create a whole team to build this stuff and be on location 

to maintain this stuff and fly it.  
 

 Now here comes the need for employees.  I want to maintain my kit business and need addi-

tional employees for making the movie stuff.  I am now working out of my shop at home and a 

monster shop at I.L.M.  I am spending half of my time between both and attending meetings at 

I.L.M all the time.  Also thought there would be dead times between movies, but that didn't 

happen either for years. 
 

And that is how it happened.  Like I said, I really didn't get into all this on my own. 
 

But it sure was a wild ride. 

           George Miller, "Katonka" 



P-51 Girl fly’s in Fifi  

An Awesome Adventure    

  May 31, 2014 

Once I made the decision to buy a seat on FiFi 

for Saturday I could not get anything done.  All I 

could think about was what I was about to ex-

perience.  I was going to be a part of history.  I 

was actually going to fly in the ONLY airworthy 

B-29 Super Fortress in the world.  The B-29’s 

(Enola Gay and Boxcar) were made famous as 

the planes that dropped the two A- bombs on 

Japan to bring an end to World War II. 

 

When I got home I sent e-mails to a “few” peo-

ple.  In the “subject” line was…Guess What I’m 

Doing This Weekend!?  Some of you reading this probably got that very e-mail.  I got 

a few responses and was just beside myself about what I was going to do the follow-

ing day.  I also posted on Face Book what my plans were and I heard from people I 

didn’t even know, ie. friends of friends.  The replies were anything from, “What?”, to 

“Have fun” to “I’m extremely jealous”.   

Needless to say I couldn’t sleep and was up at 3am.  I was so excited and needed to 

find the right “outfit”.  I may love aviation and a lot of “boy” things, but I am still a girl!   
 

I had to be there at 8am to check-in and get ready for the 9am scheduled take off 

time.  I figured out if I left the house at 6:00am I could get my coffee and have a good 

hour to make it to Salinas.  Well, I got my coffee and I was there by 7:30am, just a bit 

early.  Only one other B-29 fan joined me that early.  The flight crew wasn’t even there 

yet!  I took a few ‘selfies’ including one of me simply in front of the airport and posted 

them on Face Book.  I went inside and walked around a bit until others started show-

ing up.  Again did I mention that I was so excited.  The flight crew and CAF volunteers 

started arriving and I was first to check in.  (Does that really surprise you?)  We re-

ceived boarding passes that were nice enough to be kept as an important artifact 

proving we flew in a B-29.  I was even excited about that.  Others that signed up for 

the flight started arriving and checking in.  There were 9 of us that would be flying in 

FiFi that day.   

P-51 girl 

Kelly Collin 



The general public also started to arrive.  During the pre-flight checks we were stand-

ing around the plane,  I was walking excitedly everywhere like I did when I was a little 

girl looking for Easter goodies in my Grandma’s backyard, snapping photo after pho-

to.  One of the members of the flight crew came up to me, seemed to recognize me 

and asked, “Was your Mom here yesterday!?”  I said, “no, but my Aunt Tracey was”.  

He smiled and said, “Oh you must be the crazy photographer girl.  She said you’d be 

here today.”  I laughed and said, “Yes that’s me.”  I introduced myself and met my first 

crew member, Gene. Yes, a quick photo of Gene and I was taken).  The crowd was 

getting bigger, but again only 9 of us lucky enough to be walking around with cleared 

for flight boarding passes hanging around our necks.  Little by little I started introduc-

ing myself to them and handing out my “P-51 Girl” business cards so we could share 

photos and videos afterwards.   

It was now 10am and we were still on the 

ground.  The airport was socked in by 

dense fog layer, after all this was Salinas 

very close to the Pacific Ocean which I 

came to find out we would fly over. We 

needed to ceiling to lift a bit more.  Fine 

with me,  I went around and talked to as 

many people as I could.   I took some 

cute photos of a Grandfather and Grand-

son, and then I approached them and 

gave them my card, so I could let them 

know my intentions to e-mail them copies.  That Grandfather was more excited than 

his son or Grandson, and it was nice to hang with someone that had the same intensi-

ty as I did.  Later on that morning, 

the Grandfather asked if I would take 

his Go Pro on the flight and get vid-

eo.  I just met him and he’s lending 

me this $500+ piece of equipment.  

Wow so cool and trusting, and I told 

him I will video as best I can, but my 

experience and my photos came 

first.  He totally understood, and now 

I had his video equipment to carry 

around with me until the scheduled 

noon flight time.  



The fog had lifted enough and they announced that all crew members and people fly-

ing today please report to the front of the plane, oh wow, getting one step closer.  

They went over the flight rules, the do’s and don’ts when flying and depending on 

where we were sitting what we had access to.  I was in the No. 3 Gunner seat and sat 

in the rear of the B29 behind the big star and 

bar on the side. This meant I had access to the 

whole back of the plane by unbuckling my seat 

belt after takeoff. This included access to the 

tail gunner position and YES I was crawling 

back there no matter what it took.   

We all climbed into the plane through the side 

hatch and buckled ourselves in.  I was the only 

female flying in the back of the plane.  

Of course, I was taking tons of pho-

tos, including selfies of me and the 

others on my crew.   

The first engine started and the floor started to rum-

ble.  The second engine fired up and I was getting 

more excited by the minute.  Then both engines 

stopped.  The flight engineer didn’t like the way the #2 

engine’s oil pressure looked on the gage in the cock-

pit.  We were told that we could take a break and go 

back outside or just sit on the plane.  One of the guys 

in my group said, “I can get fresh air any day”.  He 

chose to stay on the plane, just as did I.  How many 

people can say they spend the afternoon chilling in a 

B29?  Not many!  I sat there and talked with one of 

the flight crew, Stuart.  Guess what I did?  I took an-

other selfie with Stuart.   



While I was hanging out I received a text message from my friend Kathy in London.  

She asked where the picture was of me planking on this bomber I was going to fly in?  

I had been posting random photos on Facebook and she hadn’t seen a planking pic-

ture yet.  It’s kind of what we do.  So, I asked Stuart, “Can you do me a favor?  This 

may be the strangest request you’ve ever received, but can you take a photo of me 

planking on the floor of the fuselage?”  He knew what I was talking about, I took my 

position and he took a photo.  I bet I’m the only person that can say they have 

planked in a Concord and a B29.   

I posted the photo on Face Book and tagged 

Kathy and Ruth.  They also plank around the 

world and send me photos.   

It was now 12:30pm and one of the other crew 

members handed tools out to the flight engineer 

and they were going to fix whatever was wrong 

in engine 2.  Apparently they had to replace 

something, but I don’t remember what it was, 

but they had a spare available.  It’s now 1:30pm 

and the covers were put back on and the en-

gines, we all took our seats and they started up 

one by one.   

We started taxiing out to the run way for run-up 

and take off.  Even that was a thrill.  We were all 

so excited.  Once we took off,  and climbed high 

enough, we got the signal it was ok to un-buckle and move around.  I told the guys I 

was headed to the tail gunner position and headed toward the back.  While we were 

hanging out earlier I made sure to check how hard it was to get back there.  Not easy, 

but doable.  (Insert photos) Now we were flying and it was a bit trickier.  With camera, 

cell phone and the Go Pro in hand I  crawled through the first pressurized hatch and 

made my way back to the tail gunner position, doing the best I could to take video as I 

crawled back there.  I have no idea what I got, but the video was rolling.  I stood up 

and wow, it was awesome.  I was in a B-29 Super “fricken” Fortress and standing up 

as we climbed out of Salinas and over the foothills towards the coast.  I later found 

out that a friend of mine was in Salinas for his daughter’s softball game and he said 

the umpire STOPPED the game as we flew over.  He said it was even more incredible 

knowing he knew someone on the plane.  I snapped some photos and headed back 

up front so someone else could crawl back there.   



I made it back to my seat, but I was not going to sit down.  We could look out both 

blisters on the side of the B-29. That was awesome.  They bubbled out from the fuse-

lage so you could literally see below 

you.  I looked out and saw the ocean 

and then the coast.  It was AWESOME. 

(I’ll use that word a few times throughout this 

article!)  I looked down and saw our shadow 

cast on the water surrounded with a rain-

bow.   

I took many photos and as much video as I could.  

Again, I have no idea what video I was able to get.  

I gave up my seat and headed back thru the hatch 

to the “open” hatch on the top of the plane.  They 

highly recommended that you NOT stick your 

head, arm, camera or, anything of value, out the 

window/hatch.  So I just lifted the video camera as 

high up as I could to capture video.  I shot a few 

photos and headed back to look out one of the 

blisters.  We had just turned around and were 

headed back towards Salinas.  Next thing I know 

we are getting the signal to get back to our seats and buckle up.  The landing was 

perfect!  We climbed out and down the ladder to 

the ground.  Most may think that the adventure 

ended there, but it was far from over.  The pas-

sengers in the back now got to climb up into the 

cockpit and check out the bombardier seat.  The 

passengers in the front now had access to the 

back.  I climbed up the ladder and was in awe.  

There was Gene who I had met earlier and the co

-pilot, pilot and flight engineer.  Selfie time!   



I climbed down to the bombardier seat and had one of my new friends take my photo.  

While I was sitting in there, the guy who loaned me his Go Pro was standing below 

me.  He took photos and so did I.  We were both still amped.  It was awesome.  It’s 

now on my Face Book cover page.  I returned the favor and then it was time to climb 

back out.  As soon as my left foot hit the ground, everyone started asking me ques-

tions and I felt like a rock star.  I got separated from the others, but still wanted a 

“team” selfie.  I found two of them and took the photo.   

It was now time to 

shop.  They had some  

t-shirts, hats, posters, 

buttons, etc and I 

bought a little bit of 

everything.  Including a 

used spark plug they 

took off of FiFi.  I con-

tinue to get teased 

about that, but let them 

tease, it’s part of histo-

ry.  I’ll add it to my Air 

Museum collection, 

which includes a piston from a B-17.  The lady 

working the merchandise table was so nice…

yes, we took a selfie.  (insert)  I hung around 

for a little bit longer and then made my way out 

to my truck.  I climbed into my truck and was 

overwhelmed with what I had just experienced 

and started to cry with thoughts of my Dad. We 

rode in a B-17 together and he would have 

been so excited for me.  He was there with me 

in spirit.  This was one of the best days of my 

life.  The people, the plane and the stories 

were all just incredible. 

Not sure I’ll ever be able to top this one, but as 

always, I’m off to my next airplane/ Airshow/

flight experience.                        Kelly Collin 




