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This publication;  

The Airborne Reader 
 is a FREE bimonthly electronic internet 
magazine made by , 

Michael Brown 

PO Box 69 

Bella Vista, CA 96008 

Email contact info: 
 cabrowns@citlink.net 

Phone: 530-549-3005. 

All material published in this publication 
is sent freely by the writers or by those 
who agree (by submitting) to have prop-
er permission to submit said material. 

 

People may submit anything aviation re-
lated as long as it is positive in message. 

 

Event reports or build articles, meaning 
anything from a huge scratch build to 
assembling a small AFR are very wel-
come, especially changes you made to 
spruce one up. Humor articles along 
with personal experiences and or stories 
are also quite welcome. 

How to submit an article; 
 

I prefer the written article to be sent 
in a Word doc format, and pictures 
sent as JPG files. I make all pictures 
100DPI x about 4” x 6” so please try 
to send yours that size or larger.  
 

Submitting by email is most common 
although you are welcome to send a 
CD containing your articles and pic-
tures. 
 

You can send Word articles with the 
pictures imbedded, but I use Pub-
lisher to make this publication and I 
have to take every letter and picture 
out of those file types and rebuild 
the entire article in Publisher so 
PLEASE try to not do that. 
 

PDF articles are fine if necessary but 
they have to be inserted after I finish 
the issue….so try not to but it is a 
way to submit.  

How can I, or my club send an event 

flyer? 

Making the flyer a JPG after you finish 

it is best. A PDF flyer is very welcome 

as well, but has to be added after I 

convert my publication.. 

Remember this is a bimonthly publi-

cation so send far enough ahead of 

time for it to be published. 
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Richard Geertson’s 

Mr Mulligan 



Ikon N W’st Mr. Mulligan 

By Richard Geertson 

I built this model quite a number of years ago. Between then and now, it spent part of its life in 

the caring hands of another owner, and Ikon N W’st has ceased to exist…  

 

Actually, this airplane’s history is a bit more complicated…  

 

 

 

My original intent in building the 

Mulligan, was to power it with a 

radial engine. At the time, the on-

ly suitable radials were the O.S. 

and Saito 5 cylinder, Seidel 7-70, 

and the Magnum 5 cylinder. Be-

ing on a tight RC budget, I went 

with the Magnum, but after ex-

tensive bench running it became 

apparent that IF I put considera-

ble weight into the model with 

details and finish, flight perfor-

mance would be less than satis-

factory. It’s not that the Magnum 

5 was under-powered; it’s that it 

was under-sized, and the Mr. 

Mulligan was, after all, a RACER 

at heart!  



But I digress… 

Those who remember Ikon N W’st kits know that their offerings were very unique in the world 

of RC aircraft kits. They provided many aircraft types that simply were not available from any 

other source. Those who’ve BUILT Ikon kits will concur that some of them were quite the 

challenge. At $455 plus shipping, this Mr. Mulligan kit was the most expensive kit ever offered 

by Ikon. Although fairly complete and quite accurate in outline, the kit was a real bear to build! 

I would like to think that I am no slouch in the building department, having many kits and 

plans-built aircraft under my belt, but the Mulligan was a major under-taking. Other than the 

usual nuisances of parts not matching each other or the plans, the wing was by far the most 

challenging aspect of this kit. It is tapered in chord and span, and has wash-out built into both 

panels. The panels are fully sheeted, requiring extensive “jigging” and securing to the building 

board as sheeting is done first to one side, then the other while maintaining wash-out. The 

wings have ailerons and flaps and the completed panels plug into the fuselage, requiring align-

ment of tubes and sockets. They are secured to the fuselage with four bolts at the root and also 

feature functional wing struts.  

 



Like many of the aircraft from my favorite era, the Golden Age, compound curves are abun-

dant. Although this 25% rendition was generally accurate overall (FAR more accurate than the 

old Bud Nosen version), the full scale Mr. Mulligan had many aspects of its outline not found 

on the plans which meant that creating every hump, bump and curve, where it should go, and 

how it should be attached, was left to the builder. For a nearly $500 wood kit, I expected a bit 

more detail in engineering. 

As with almost any kit, getting it to the built-up “bones” stage was fairly straight forward and 

painless (sans the complex wing), but the fit, finish and scale detailing required twice the time 

to get right. The sheeted wings and sheeted portions of the fuselage were finished with 2 oz. 

and 0.75 oz. fiberglass cloth. The open structure of the fuselage, stab and rudder were covered 

in Super Shrink Coverite (a WONDERFUL product that is no longer available). Grey and 

white Rustoleum primers were used and Krylon rattle can white was the final color. The kit 

did come with a full set of decals, but to avoid the dreaded visible clear backing, all had to be 

pain-stakingly cut out and applied individually. 



To shorten a very long sordid tale, once completed, I was so exasperated by the 

process I elected to sell the Mr. Mulligan without ever flying it! The new owner 

got so far as installing a Zenoah G62 and some improved servos, but also never 

flew the aircraft. We stayed in touch over the years as I would run into him at mod-

el aircraft events where he would often have the Mulligan on display. After quite 

some time had passed, I got the urge to again own this white winged monument to 

so many hours of my modeling life.  

 
 

The owner agreed, and the Mulligan was again hanging in my shop!  

However, he kept the Zenoah and I installed a DA100. Yup, this was a tad overkill, 

but the Mulligan was, after all, a RACING PLANE! It flew GREAT! 

 



Fast forward to just recently when I acquired a new Evolution 9-99 radial; this engine looks as 

though it was DESIGNED for this Mr. Mulligan!  

The large exhaust outlets in the cowl (for the DA100 mufflers) 

had to be filled in. After repainting,  I replaced the original 

cowl and landing gear markings with superior vinyl lettering 

from Kirby’s Kustom Graphics. As the Evo 9 cylinder is a 

glow engine, the entire airframe required a coat of clear… and 

not just any clear, but PPG automotive clear. Not only is this 

clear coat fuel proof, it is the ONLY clear that is truly CLEAR 

(and not yellow/amber) – an absolute necessity on a WHITE 

airplane! However, prior to the clear coat, I wanted to add 

some surface detail to simulate panel lines and screws, exhaust stains, oil and smears. These 

were applied with a 0.2mm drafting pen and Model Master Acrylic paints, respectively. While 

no TOP GUN competitor, I think the overall finish adds a lot of realism to this famous airplane 

and the gorgeous Evolution 9 cylinder radial fulfills my original idea of powering this plane. 

 



The Mulligan now has several flights with the radial. Performance is very scale and the sound 

is a far cry from the typical model engine. Fitted with a Sonic Tronic (McDaniels) 9 cylinder 

glow driver, the engine idles reliably and seems to be running better and better with additional 

time. Most of these large glow radials require far less oil once broken in, and the Evolution is 

no exception; currently at 8%, after another hour of flight time I will further reduce the fuel oil 

content to 6% per the manufacturer’s instructions. This results in very little mess on the air-

frame. 

 

It’s funny how things eventually worked out: 

The Mr. Mulligan is back in my hangar and 

sporting a virtual working replica of the origi-

nal’s P&W Wasp, and I could not be happier 

with this Golden Age classic!  

 

 

 

 

Now, if only we still had the availa-

bility of kits like this one from Ikon 

N W’st… 

‘RC modeling’ has, for the most part, 

morphed into ‘RC assembling and 

flying.’ Regardless of whether or not 

I am pleased by this development, I 

do find the tangential ‘casualties’ dis-

appointing…  

 

 

 Kits and associated supplies are 

now too few and far between. Mes-

sage to the RC industry: “Keep the 

ARFs, but give us back our kits 

and associated supplies!!” 



Mr. Mulligan – a bit of history: De-

signed by Ben E. Howard, the 

DGA-6 shocked the air racing 

world when in 1935 it won BOTH 

the Thompson Trophy and the Ben-

dix Trophy races… the ONLY air-

craft (and pilot) ever to do this! 

Benny Howard also designed the 

famous “Mike” and “Ike” racers, 

and all of his designs wore the 3 

letter designation “DGA” which 

stood for “Darn Good Airplanes.” 

The Mr. Mulligan resembled a 4 

passenger cabin cruiser, and cer-

tainly could fill that role quite ef-

fectively, but with its 850HP Pratt 

and Whitney, it proved to be both 

fast and efficient. The Mr. Mulli-

gan is also the only Golden Age air 

racing plane ever to evolve into a 

successful commercial production 

aircraft, first as the DGA-8 and 

DGA-9, and later the DGA-11 and 

DGA-12. Many of these Mr. Mulli-

gan descendants can be seen flying 

at air shows all over the country. 

The author:  I have built model air-

craft since age 10 (42 years!) with 

time off for bad behavior (cars and 

girls)… I have written many prod-

uct reviews for High Flight maga-

zine and wrote the construction 

manuals for the CARF-Models Gee 

Bee R2 and P-47 Thunderbolt kits. 

A long-time member of the AMA 

and the Woodland/Davis Aeromod-

elers club in Davis, CA, I also held 

the position of Newsletter Editor for 

10 years. RC Modeling is as inte-

gral to my life as oxygen and beer (not necessarily in that order) and I intend to build and fly 

until the day I die! 



Although quite different than anything most of us have ever or will ever do. I liked 

watching it and thought you might like it as well. Sent to me by my cousin Guy. 

http://vimeo.com/36398302  

The attached video highlights the incredible stick and rudder skills that Bob 

showed in his demo of the Rockwell Shrike Commander.  Having flown the Com-

mander some years back, believe me that cockpit is a lot smaller than it looks in 

the video!  To do a perfect 1G barrel roll with one hand whilst pouring tea with 

your other hand, backwards, is an indication of his uncanny aerobatic skills.  

http://www.chonday.com/Videos/incredible-pilot-skills  

Startup of a P-38 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zXkVQnVmuo  

Arizona Museum. 
http://www.legion.org/honor/photos/214562/arizona-air-force-aviation-museum  

Seen by many but still cool. Forty-nine homebuilt RVs flying over the recent KC Chiefs - Oak-
land Raiders game to honor breast cancer awareness.  And the smoke in pink no less!! 
Yes, I know these have been going around separately, but here's both videos in the same 
email 
 
Stadium view:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VImNBuJW3sQ 
Airborne view:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0x9S72Tv5XM 

What’ch ya got…. 
                                    Please send your local club videos... 

A MUST WATCH   >>>>>>>>>>>    Super Cub 
One 180HP Super Cub....... $60,000       One Nevada Mountain Top......... Free 
Gonads as big as Thor himself....... Priceless!! 
 
Here's a video that's just too good not to share. An intrepid aviator in his Super Cub lands atop a 
mountain in central Nevada , the oddly named Bunker Hill , at an altitude of around 11,000 feet. 
The approach and landing are worth a watch, but the subsequent takeoff is absolutely spectacular. 
 
http://www.flyingmag.com/pilots-places/pilots-adventures-more/video-landing-and-takeoff-youve-
never-seen%20 

http://vimeo.com/36398302
http://www.chonday.com/Videos/incredible-pilot-skills
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zXkVQnVmuo
http://www.legion.org/honor/photos/214562/arizona-air-force-aviation-museum
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VImNBuJW3sQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0x9S72Tv5XM
http://www.flyingmag.com/pilots-places/pilots-adventures-more/video-landing-and-takeoff-youve-never-seen%20
http://www.flyingmag.com/pilots-places/pilots-adventures-more/video-landing-and-takeoff-youve-never-seen%20




WAA-08….the year it all started... 

This is a copy of the final email sent to me by Frank Gisler on the retiring of the 

Squirt to AMA’s museum, I hope you enjoy it. The squirt was quite an accomplish-

ment, truly modeling history. 

Below is the email in Franks words. 

WAA-08 Pilots, 

I know I said that my last email I sent a few months ago was my "final email" but I did want to 
send you an update on the SQuiRT and let you know what happened when I visited the National 
Model Aviation Museum to donate the SQuiRT on Friday.  I feel I owe you that much and it is my 
pleasure to let you know how it went.  First of  all, thank you for all the kind words and responses 
I received from my last "final" email.  They really did mean a lot to me.  And it has been my pleas-
ure to send the winter and summer updates on the SQuiRT's progress for the past 5 years.  I 
hoped you enjoyed reading them.  After all, this has been your adventure as much as it has been 
mine.  I hope I can remember all that I need to say in this email since this will really will be my fi-

nal email to you all. At least I think so anyway.   So this year you will get three emails from me 
instead of  two.  

On Friday, 18 Oct, I signed the Deed of  Gift and donated the SQuiRT, the travel case, pilot log 
books, spare parts and all the "valuables"  that have been traveling with the SQuiRT to the Nation-
al Model Aviation Museum (NMAM) in Muncie, Indiana.  If  you have never been to the AMA 
headquarters or the NMAM you are missing out and owe it to yourself  to visit.  I have talked to a 
lot of  people that have visited and they always have great things to say about it.  Since this was my 
first time to visit let me just say that they are a first class operation.  I was extremely impressed 
with the museum and their professionalism. It is definitely worth your time to go there at least 
once.  (And now you have another reason to go.)  I recommend at least one of  those days be a 
Saturday so you can speak with a man named OC.  He is a volunteer at the museum and has been 
an AMA member since 1938.  He is a wealth of  information about model aviation and has some 
great stories to share.  I'm sure he would enjoy speaking with you as much as you with him.   

Friday started off  with me arriving at the museum about 1125.  Glen Crandall pilot number 388 
was already there and Don Way pilot 338 followed me in shortly after.  We introduced each other 
and all shook hands since this was the first time we had all met in person even though we have 
"known" each other through the WAA-08 adventure for a long time now.  Don brought along his 
lovely wife Lisa who surprisingly shown a big interest in our hobby and the WAA-08 adventure. I 
wonder if  all wives are this interested in model aviation? It was really great to meet The Way's and 
Glen in person.  Glen came all the way up from GA and The Way's came down from northern In-
diana.  I wish more WAA-08 pilots could have made it to the donation ceremony but I am glad 
that they were there to show their support. 



 

 

Maria VanVreede brought the travel case out for us that Rusty Kennedy had dropped off  the day 
before.  We glanced over the contents in the box and the SQuiRT.  I was impressed with how well 
she has held up through the years and commented that she is one tough bird.  Because I know 
that every landing she had was not always a gentle one.  We talked about the signatures and how 
many of  them were faded from time and handling.  We also checked out the SQuiRT to make sure 
she was still flightworthy.  Even though the wind was blowing 12-15 mph we decided that we had 
to fly one last time.  I mean how could we refuse the opportunity to fly an airplane that will be go-
ing into the NMAM and never be flown again?    

 

Glen, Don, Lisa and I along with the SQuiRT drove out to site 3.  If  you have never been to the 
AMA flying site, let me tell you it is a beautiful flying field and has close to a thousand acres with a 
number of  different flying sites for all kinds of  modeling/flying activities that can happen at one 
time.  As luck would have it, there was a group of  students who formed an aviation club called the 
Flying Cougars visiting from Thurgood Marshall High School and they wanted to come out and 
watch the fun.  After arriving at site 3, Glen and Don assembled the SQuiRT and did the preflight 
checks while I briefed the students on what to expect and how we will fly the SQuiRT in such a 
strong wind.  I also explained why we were here in the middle of  October at the AMA field in the 
blowing wind flying a small parkflyer.   They were pretty excited to learn all about the SQuiRT and 
the Wings Across America 2008 adventure. 

 

I asked Don if  he wanted to go first and he politely suggested that I fly first.   Glen steadied the 
airplane and I attempted a ROG but the wind was blowing so strong it tumbled the plane nose to 
tail over.  I thought for a second it was all over, but the SQuiRT is a lot tougher than that.  My sec-
ond launch was a hand launch which was much smoother.   But the wind was so strong the 
SQuiRT was staying in one place.   I didn't want to risk any harm to the SQuiRT doing anything 
more than just hovering in the wind.  As much as I wanted to do some loops and rolls as I prac-
ticed the day before with my own SQuiRT, I just didn't want to risk it.  After all flying was one 

thing, getting crazy with an history making model airplane is another.    Don's turn was 
next.  He did a hand launch as well but he had more nerve than I and actually did some loops.  He 
did a great job flying the SQuiRT in the wind and the Flying Cougars was cheering him on.  He 
made a very sweet landing in the wind and she even stayed up on the gear.  A very great final land-
ing for a wonderful plane that has traveled around the USA.  Very well done Don!  After that we 
took some photos and headed back to the museum. Since we were an hour and a half  out from 
the ceremony we decided to head to lunch.  We ate at a place called 12th Street Diner.  I had the 
BBQ sandwich and fries.  It was tasty.  After lunch we headed back to the museum for the dona-
tion ceremony.   



 

When we got back Sharon Brooks and her two daughters arrived.  Sharon is Don Jiskra's daugh-
ter.  She was the one who made the 2011 collage for us.  It was great to finally meet her in per-
son.  We assembled in the museum next to the 1950s hobby shop for the donation ceremo-
ny.  Mark Benson was there to film the ceremony as Maria started  it off  by introducing Michael 
Smith the museum director.  Michael gave a nice speech about the WAA-08 adventure and how it 
brought a group of  modelers all across the country together.  Then it was my turn to give my 
speech.   I think it lasted all of  5 minutes.  After that, I signed the paperwork that officially gave 
the SQuiRT to the NMAM.  Walter Grasmick, Bill Stevens, and Steve Griffin will also have to sign 
the paperwork.  I thought that was fitting since they were involved with the WAA-08 adventure 
from the beginning and had given so much to the adventure for the last 5.5 years.  We could not 
have had a successful WAA-08 adventure, if  at all, without their efforts and dedication.   

 

And that was that!  Model aviation history has been made.  Thanks to you and everyone else in-
volved.  I truly appreciate everyone's role in making this happen and you should be proud of  your 
role you had in it.  I hope everyone gets the chance to visit the SQuiRT at the NMAM.  I'm not 
sure when the SQuiRT will go on display.  Just call ahead to make sure she is out there.  I know I 
plan to take my family to Muncie as soon as we can get away. 

 

After that, Maria gave Glen, Lisa, Don and I a full tour of  the museum.  Which I don’t have to 
say, but it was an awesome tour!  After that we said our goodbyes and thank yous. It was great to 
meet Don, Lisa and Glen and all the wonderful folks at the AMA. 

 

I was going to meet Glen at the Air Force Museum in Dayton on Saturday, which one of  the fin-
est aviation museums in the country, but it was raining out on Saturday and I didn't feel like driv-
ing 7 hours there and back in the rain.  We got really lucky with the weather on Friday.  Even 
though it was windy, it was sunny and "warm enough."  I did go back to the AMA gift store 
though on Saturday and bought some souvenirs for my family and finally bought my leader mem-
ber hat that I have meaning to get for so long. 

 

I have attached a photo of  Michael speaking at the donation ceremony and one of  me touching 
the box with nitrile gloves on.  I was teasing Maria about it since not 15 minutes before we were 
touching the SQuiRT with our bare hands and even flew it earlier in the day without gloves 
on.  But now the SQuiRT and contents will only be touched with gloved hands to protect her 
through the ages.  

 

The below is what Maria asked me to pass along to you.  You do not have to Cc me on any corre-
spondence to her.   



Please be advised that the National Model Aviation Museum may now, or in the future, use 
any photographs taken of the SQuiRT and shared with Frank or through the forum as part of 
an exhibit regarding the model. If you do not want these photographs used in such a manner, 
please email Maria at mariav@modelaircraft.org by December 31, 2013 to let her know. 

If you would like your photographs used in the exhibit, please email Maria at 
mariav@modelaircraft.org the following statement by December 31, 2013 with the necessary 
blanks completed,  “As (Pilot #)  of the Wings Across America 2008 tour, I, (NAME), give the 
Academy of Model Aeronautics/National Model Aviation Museum permission to use photo-
graphs and/or video taken of the SQuiRT’s visit to my area for any exhibit or display purpose, 
in any media now known or hereafter invented.”  It would be helpful if this email could list 
the people in the photographs, as well.  Also, note that the museum will not use any photo-
graphs of children under the age of 17 without the express written permission of their parent 
or guardian. 

Here is our completed pilot's map.  This will give you a sense of  how many pilots actually flew 
the SQuiRT: 

https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?
hl=en&gl=us&ptab=2&ie=UTF8&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=117500992742145332077.000454e
cc54246d01cdc5&mid=1382278737 

Here is a video of  Don and I flying the SQuiRT at the AMA field (many thanks goes to Lisa for 

the excellent video work):  http://youtu.be/fpwV9YAXQZY 

And I will close this email with the speech that I gave in Muncie: 

Thank you Michael, Maria, Wings Across America 2008 pilots, and friends for being here at 
the SQuiRT's donation ceremony.    

 "RC Airplane Makes It Back To Gloucester After Trip Around U.S." That was what the headline 
said in my hometown newspaper.  Can we take a moment to think about that for a second?  A 
model airplane took a trip around the United States.  An RC airplane was flown in 48 of our 
United States by over 800 pilots in a five year 26,000 mile journey.  Wow!  That is remarkable. 

What can one really say about an adventure like this?  It has truly been a humbling experi-
ence.  That little model airplane has been flown by over 800 pilots.  And I bet she probably 
has over 1,000 flights on her. That itself is amazing let alone has traveled around promoting 
model aviation and the AMA all across the USA.  It is hard to imagine that 333 pilots raised 
their hand to say "I'd like to participate and join in the fun."  When is the last time you could 
round up 333 people from all walks of life and all across the USA to focus on a single 
goal?  With their help, this little airplane that started out on a journey in a small eastern Vir-
ginia town in May 2008 has traveled over 26,500 miles around the USA creating headlines, 
recruiting AMA members and bringing newcomers into our hobby.  I often said that without 
those pilots, I would have just had a new plane in a pretty box sitting in my garage.  And just 
imagine all the stories the SQuiRT could tell from her travels.  Truly an amazing adventure and 
certainly very humbling indeed. 

mailto:mariav@modelaircraft.org
mailto:mariav@modelaircraft.org
https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&gl=us&ptab=2&ie=UTF8&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=117500992742145332077.000454ecc54246d01cdc5&mid=1382278737
https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&gl=us&ptab=2&ie=UTF8&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=117500992742145332077.000454ecc54246d01cdc5&mid=1382278737
https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&gl=us&ptab=2&ie=UTF8&oe=UTF8&msa=0&msid=117500992742145332077.000454ecc54246d01cdc5&mid=1382278737
http://youtu.be/fpwV9YAXQZY


 
I cannot begin to thank all of the people involved that donated so much of their time and 
effort to make this happen.  From our sponsors like MaxAmps and others who helped get us 
started and kept the airplane flying and to the pilots in all 48 states who kept the SQuiRT mov-
ing along from person to person.  I can't forget about people like Don Jiskra who volunteered 
to be our treasurer when Greg Stephenson passed away.  Don gave so much to the adventure 
with his never-ending dedication and he kept me going even when I felt like giving up after a 
few rough spots along the way and as the months turned into years.  He also did a wonderful 
job of creating and distributing pilot certificates and the Wings Across America 2008 Collages.   

And Walter Grasmick who volunteered to run the Wings Across America 2008 website for us 
and had to put up with sometimes daily updates as the SQuiRT went from pilot to pilot.  And 
also Don Way who took over for Don continued with the tradition of creating pilot certifi-
cates.  These certificates were a wonderful way to provide a small token of our appreciation 
for their hard work.  And of course I can't forget about Steve Griffin who built the beautiful 
travel box for the SQuiRT's travels.  Although I'm not sure if it looks better now or when she 
left my house in Virginia.  Last but not least, Bill Stevens for designing and donating the 
SQuiRT and the original DX6i radio for the adventure.  Without that gift, I'm not sure we 
would have gotten off the ground.  Hard to believe that was over five and a half years ago.   

 



So here we are today, 5 Years, 145 Days, 21 Hours, and 50 Minutes later since the journey be-
gan, at the world famous Academy of Model Aeronautics' National Model Aviation Muse-
um.  This is hallowed ground for model aviation enthusiasts.  So many beautiful and historic 
models grace the displays inside this building.  It is wonderful knowing that the Wings Across 
America 2008 airplane will be with these other historic models and that Wings Across Ameri-
ca pilots and their families can come visit the museum to see the SQuiRT, the travel case, pi-
lot's log books and all the other mementos and know that they had a part in making model 
aviation history.   

 
 

 

 

 

On behalf of all the Wings 
Across America 2008 pilots 
and their families who helped 
make this adventure possible, 
it is with honor that I donate 
the  

Stevens AeroModel SQuiRT 

 to your museum.  May she be 
safe with you here and serve 
as a permanent reminder of 
what 333 dedicated model 
aviation enthusiasts can do 
when they set their mind to 
something.   
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This is issue #24.      Four years of my publication. 

I am not sure how many of you know this but I originally started this publication for two rea-

sons. One, and the main reason, was to bring the news of the AMA to the modeler. The AMA 

offers so many programs to chartered clubs and their members that never get known about.  

As an example, I would go to a club and see they had shirts for sale. I would ask “how much 

did you pay for your shirts” and they would say, $10, $12, $15. Trying to sell them for $20 to 

make the club a buck. I would tell them about AMA making shirts, with up to 6 colors, for 

UNDER $5 and they said…..every time…. I never knew that! How come they don’t tell any-

body! And of course they do. It used to be a lot was passed to clubs and members through the 

club contact, but I found none of those contacts, or hardly any, relayed what they were given to 

the membership, at meetings, the club newsletter or any other way. The AMA  has always told 

about its programs through its magazine, but not a lot read it. Now they don’t offer that shirt 

program, but they still offer lots of others. Like FREE money to your club if you are fixing it 

up. I’m not talking the huge storm damage money...although they do that also, but money for 

general repairs or additions to your runway, shade structure etc… How about Sign 3 fly free. 

The second reason for starting this publication was to share the hobby. Share what and how we 

fly, share how we build, why we build.  Share school programs, fundraisers, flying field im-

provements and when a club gets new land for a flying field, how they got it...oh yes and to let 

those clubs that got FREE money from their AMA tell everyone about it.  

And send you did. I used to get so much material that I couldn’t fit it all in the current months 

issue. I would save it for the coming issue. I could actually fill 1/2 the next issue before the 

current one went out. As time went on it became less you would send.  

I want to continue, I really do but I can’t get anybody at AMA to send me anything…… 

I can’t seem to get you the modelers to send anything either.  

I’m not sure why. Its all free. Its all for the benefit of the hobby we all enjoy. I am happy to put 

it together. You can show modelers all across the country what you build….if you 

build….where you fly, what cool event you went to,. You can send video links of your newest 

GoPro footage (or whatever cameras you use). As I have always said you can write about any-

thing hobby related you like as long as its positive. You can just send pictures and a short de-

scription of say an event you went to, whatever you like… AMA is welcome still also:) 

I have waited a full month for more material to put this issue out. I only two one article, yep 

good ones but only two. I have decided I will ask one more time for material. Over 9000 peo-

ple receive this publication……. Some of must have something to say. 

To those who have sent in the past, thank you.                                  Your Editor Mike Brown 

PS, my apologies to the Flying Aces club. I did not publish this in time for your Texas Scale 

Champs 2013 event. Please send a bunch of pictures and I will gladly publish them. 


